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The topic that I chose to write about for this assignment is the first option; which event in history is most influential to me and why.  The most influential event that we have learned about thus far would have to be the Civil War.  This has always been my favorite part of history to learn about and I feel that it has a big impact on my life today.  This war definitely was one of the most, if not the most, influential wars in setting a course for how the United States is defined today.  
	Although this war abolished slavery in the United States, there is still racism throughout the world today.  Things that are sometimes considered to be racist towards people that are African American are not always considered racist towards people that are white.  Much of this is due to the history that America has had with slavery.  Some people find themselves thinking racist thoughts without even realizing what they are doing.  The Civil War took a gigantic step in the right direction towards limiting racism and certainly abolishing slavery, but there is still a lot of work to be done.
	I really enjoyed learning about the Civil War because it was so different than any other war in US history.  It was a war within a nation.  I have traveled to the East Coast quite a few times and seen many of the places and things that built this country to what it is today.  One of my favorite things I have seen is the Lincoln Memorial.  Abraham Lincoln is very well known and recognized for things that he did to help this country in the Civil War.  Some things are portrayed incorrectly by Hollywood today, but Abraham Lincoln was an overall good man that had good character.  I enjoyed learning more about him and the struggles he had in trying to unify this country.
	I feel that a better understanding in US history will help me to be more thankful for the things I have today.  The reason the United States is such a great place to live today comes mostly from all the things that have happened in history to build it.  I feel that it is good for everybody living here to know about the history of this country.  Knowing about the history of this country and what is going on today will build a greater sense of patriotism and pride.  I feel that it benefits me to know about major events in history but I still feel like there is much more for me to learn.  
	The Civil War is one of the most interesting topics that I have learned about in this class.  I find it so interesting because it is very different from any other American war and there were so many known people involved.  I feel that learning about this war has given me a greater understanding on US history and even issues that go on today, such as racism.  I know that being educated about this war and other events from history will help me to develop a sense of pride and thankfulness for all the freedoms and privileges I have from living here. 
