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Death Theme Writing Assignment

Epicurean (E): (Crying at the bar.)

Roman Catholic bishop (RCB):  I couldn’t help but notice you weeping from across the room.  Do you need help with anything?

(E):  It is just that my wife passed away last week in a car accident.  The funeral just ended about an hour ago.  It is hard adjusting to the fact that I will never see her again.

(RCB):  You think she was that bad of a person?  Or is it you that does not believe you can make it into her presence with God? 

(E):  God?  I know that she is not with Gods right now.  The Gods do not have any more influence on her life than they have on yours or mine.  How do you expect her to make it into 
God’s presence if I just witnessed her being buried at the cemetery down the street?

(RCB):  Have you not heard of a soul?

(E):  Of course I have. I am not a fool.

(RCB): Well her soul has left her body.  It is not the body that travels to purgatory or hell, it is the soul.  

(E):  The soul is made up of atoms just like the body.  When my wife died her soul disintegrated as it left her body.  The body cannot have life if it is without a soul.  

(RCB):  No. I am afraid you are incorrect.  Your dear wife is either in purgatory or hell.  

(E):  What is this purgatory nonsense that you speak of?

(RCB):  Purgatory is where most people go after death.  It is where minor sins are paid for in order to reach the presence of God.  People that go through this process utilize the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, whether they know it or not.  What is the point to living if you do not believe that anything good can come from the good deeds that you have done?

(E): There is no point in hoping for an afterlife that does not exist.  I would rather not waste my time with such useless matters.

(RCB): You said earlier that there were Gods.  Why would there be Gods if they played no role in your life?  This means that they would have no connection with humans whatsoever.  How would you know there are Gods?

(E):  Epicurus himself saw them in dreams.  They are too high in glory to bother with the human race.  They are made of atoms just like you and I, but their bodies are immortal.  They let us live our lives as we please.

(RCB):  For your information, there is only one God.  And I do not agree with you mocking him in such a manner.  I doubt he is very keen to listening to your false beliefs as well.

(E):  How could one God live in heaven all by himself?  As I have said before, there is no reason to fear the Gods because they play no role in our lives.

(RCB):  Your beliefs are nonsense.  They display no real reason to live and nothing to look forward to after death.  That is very depressing in my opinion.

Tibetan Buddhist lama (TBL): (Walks in and sits next to the epicurean.)  How is it going?  Mind if I join you two?  It has been a rough day.

(E):  Tell me about it.  It is bad enough that my wife passed away, and then I have this guy trying to rub dirt in my wound by feeding me lies.  I am out of here.  (Stands up to leave.)

(TBL):  Whoa not so fast.  I’m sorry about your wife but there is no reason to talk about this man like that.  What was he saying to you?

(RCB):  I was simply telling this man that he can be with his wife again.  I understand that there will be mourning but there is no reason to get so upset and hopeless over it.  

(TBL): So you are saying you two do not agree in the afterlife?  That is great because I enjoy studying and learning about different religions and beliefs.  Do you two belong to any particular religions?  I am a Tibetan Buddhist lama.

(E):  I am a firm believer in Epicureanism.  (As the epicurean sits back down.)

(RCB):  It seems as though this conversation just got more interesting.  I am a Roman Catholic bishop.  I have been Roman Catholic my whole life and believe in the teachings one-hundred percent.  So you are telling me you believe in, what is it…? Karma?

(TBL):  That is correct.  The soul is built up of Karma, or good deeds that are done by a person in this realm of existence.  I assume you both at least believe in having a soul?

(RCB): Yes, we both do.  However, we do not see eye to eye.

(E):  You can say that again.  The soul is nothing more than microscopic atoms that disintegrate when the soul leaves the body.  This bishop believes that a soul is taken to a place called purgatory or something like that.  Complete nonsense.

(TBL):  Ahh, yes.  I am familiar with the background of both of your religions.  I couldn’t quite put my finger on what an epicurean was, but I do remember now.  I had a good friend in China that taught me a little bit about it.

(E): That’s great.  Now I have somebody to reinforce my points.

(TBL):  I wouldn’t go that far.  I simply know a background of your beliefs.  That does not mean I accept any of the teachings of it.  I believe in the world of bardo.  I am happy to say that your wife has not disintegrated like you said, but she is currently travelling through the world of bardo.

(RCB):  I have heard rumors of such a world.  Such a place is way too complex to exist in an afterlife.

(E): (Scoffs.)  You two are real pieces of work.

(TBL):  Let me explain a little bit before you two jump all over me like that.  Your wife has most likely passed through the first bardo within a split second, due to not having any experience in spiritual travel.  The second bardo is known as the bardo of becoming.  In this bardo your wife will experience intense emotional actions upon her soul.

(E):  You know what, I have had enough for one night.  Good luck to you both.  (Stands and walks out of the bar.)

(RCB):  It is a shame I wasn’t able to get through to him.  I have a very good track record in converting people to the one and only true religion, Roman Catholicism. 

(TBL):  (Laughs.)  I am sorry that you have been deceived so badly.  I guess this is where we say our goodbyes then.

(RCB):  No, by all means continue.  I don’t have to be home for another half hour or so.  Besides, your illusions of the afterlife are somewhat entertaining to me.

(TBL): That’s great!  Let’s see, where was I?  Oh yes.  The helpless soul now travels through the process of the third bardo.  This bardo is most interesting to me because this is where the soul travels to a new body and proceeds to start a new life.

(RCB):  Proceeds to start a new life?  So you mean to tell me that the soul will not go into an afterlife for eternity, but completely start over with a new body?  I am sorry but this is where I have to correct you.  The person must pay for their sins in the afterlife, whether this is in purgatory or eternally in hell.  With your theory of the afterlife anybody could commit all of the sins that they please and it would not affect them in any way.

(TBL):  I did not say that now, did I?  The soul is composed of good deeds called karma, as I told you earlier in our discussion.  The person’s state of mind, preparedness, prayer, etc.  all contribute to how well a person is able to navigate and find their way in the different bardos of the afterlife.

(RCB):  Your bardos lack a crucial element.  Where is the God that regulates and guides the afterlife?  Is it just mere destiny that these bardos exist without a creator?  And do not try to tell me that there are Gods that have no say in a person’s life, like that epicurean fellow.

(TBL):  My dear friend.  I have only explained these bardos in the most general and basic way that I possibly could.  There is so much more that I could not even hope for you to try to grasp in this little time we have together.  I respect your beliefs but I am afraid your views of the afterlife are incorrect in more ways than one.  What do you say we meet at this time next week and we can continue our discussion?

(RCB):  That will not be necessary.  There is not even a slight chance that you could change the things that I hold so dear to me.  I thank you for your time and pray that you will someday cross over so that God may show you more mercy and understanding through the Roman Catholic Church.

(TBL):  (Laughs.)  It was my pleasure in sharing with you.  Have a good night.

(RCB):  You too.  (Stands up and walks out of the bar.)
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